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jelated the whole to her, and said, " God hath sent
fhee here for my sake." She smiled and remained
silent,

" c In this way mutual affection increased between
us in a short time;  I taught her the principles of the
Musalman faith, and made her  repeat  our kalima.
I then performed the marriage ceremony, and coha-
bited  with   her;   she   also  became   pregnant   and
brought  forth   a  son.     Nearly  three  years  passed
in this manner.    When she weaned the child, I said
to my wife, " How long shall we remain here, and
how shall we get out from  hence?"     She replied,
"If  God  takes  us   out,   then  we   shall   get  out;
otherwise  we   shall  some  day  die here."    I  wept
bitterly at what she said, and at our confinement, and
continuing to weep, I fell asleep.    I saw a person in
my dream,  who said  to  me,  "There  is  an outlet
through the drain;   go thou forth/'     I started up
with joy, and said to my wife, " Collect and bring with
you ail the old nails and bolts which belonged to the
rotten chests, that I may [with their help] widen [the
mouth of the drain]."    In short, I having applied a
large nail to the mouth of that drain, used to strike it
with a stone until I became quite tired; however, after
a year's labour, I widened the opening so much that a
man could get through it.

" c 1 then put the very finest of the precious stones
into the sleeves of the habits of the dead, and taking
them with us, we three got out through the opening
1 had made], I offered up thanks to God [for our
deliverance], and placed the boy on my shoulders.